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This small inclusive school has a big heart.

Dear parent/carer,

We have just received our Ofsted Report Card from the end of Term 6 Inspection and | would like to share
it with you. It is a long document but please take time to read it as the report includes some wonderful
appreciation of our school and pupils. For example, inspectors saying:

Positivity The early years’ curriculum . .
. . o : Pupils demonstrate politeness and
radiates is ambitious for all children

respect towards staff and each

through including those with special
& ° : other...they strive to embody the school's

the dav. educational needs and

disabilities. value of stewardship.

The New Ofsted Framework says:

‘The ‘expected standard’ is just that — it means the school or other provider is doing everything that it
should be doing, so you’ll see the green colour coding on the report card. It’s a high standard, to make sure
your children are receiving everything they need and deserve.’

‘Needs attention’ is an indication that there is work to be done to reach the expected standard’. It’s not a
‘fail’ but it highlights where issues can be addressed.’

Our key area for improvement is attendance. Since COVID the Department of Education has identified that
attendance in schools has waned. For all schools, attendance is a non-negotiable priority and is a main
driver for the new inspection format. Without National expected percentages for overall and individual
groups school attendance then Leadership and Management and Attendance and Behaviour ‘needs
attention’. We hope you have noticed that we have been developing communication with you in this area
and we hope we can work together to ensure the best possible attendance for all our children.

In the areas that need attention, inspectors recognise the work already done by the school and the report
says, that with more time, the improvements will have the desired impact, ensuring Achievement
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(reported data) becomes more consistently in-line or above National. For example, inspectors report that
our 2024 our phonics scores dipped below National by 29% (which for St Mark’s in that year was, 4 pupils
not making the grade). We recognised this at the time and implemented improvements immediately,
resulting in data of:

92% in 2025 - 12% above the National average of 80%
84% in 2026 - 4% above the National average of 80%

A similar comment is made in regards to mathematics as there was also a reported dip in data of below
National in 2023, again we have worked hard to target improvement, achieving:
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86% in 2026 — 11% above National’s 75%

(Unfortunately, due to the Department of Education delays in reporting, the 2026 data was unavailable at
the time of inspection.)

Having explained that inspectors were unable to take our stronger data from this year into consideration,
we fully accept that we can never stop improving and never want to, so we welcome the targets set for us.
We pledge to keep the recognised momentum, moving forward in the years to come and to keep
communicating and working with you as partners in the education of our wonderful children, and most of
all we promise to always treasure our, ‘small inclusive school with a big heart’.

Thank you for your support and engagement at the end of a very hot and tiring summer term; you are truly
valued by us all and we look forward to the exciting adventures of 2026/2027.

Pupils, show very positive behaviour and the school is calm and orderly.

They show caring attitudes towards each other.

Follow this link for the full report:

https://www.st-marks-aylesford.kent.sch.uk/Ofsted-Report/
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